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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
Dear Members 
April is a month that I love. The gardens are so colourful with the spring 
flowers and the leaves are creeping back onto the trees. The days are so much 
longer and there is more time to do things outside. Aches and pains don’t seem 
so bad when the sun shines. 
We have our ACM this month and I am hoping to meet members new and old 
then. Pauline and Jane have been working very hard at organising this and I am 
sure that it will be a success. This might be our last opportunity to see Janice 
Langley who has been NFWI Chair for the past four years. 
Please remember the Denman dip that we will draw at the ACM. You can put 
your £1 coin in an envelope and either bring it yourself or give it to someone 
who will be coming. 
The alterations in WI house are now completed except for the Chairman’s 
photos. We will be announcing in the next newsletter when the open days will 
be for you to come and see what we have done and join us for a cup of tea and 
a slice of cake. 
Thank you all so much for your support, kind words and deeds make for a much happier way to 
live. 
Many Thanks 
Val,   Val Lewis,  Telephone: 01544 327700 Email: chair.hfwie@gmail.com 
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DIARY OF EVENTS 

29th April 2017  -  We are having a gazebo at the river festival to promote the WI and by selling some 
cakes and preserves we can make it into a bit of a fundraiser for the Federation. Our centenary 
celebrations are looming in 2020 and we aim to celebrate in a big way and funds will be needed for that. I 
am asking members if they will be able to donate cakes and preserves for this event. Cakes can be large or 
individual but need to be wrapped in such a way as they will not become damaged and will be able to be 
carried home. WI house will be open on Thursday 27th April 10am to 12pm when these may be brought to 
the house. Small fruit cakes that will not deteriorate may be taken to WI house during opening hours on 
Tuesday 24th and Wednesday 25th April. I do not need a large amount as with the Three Counties show, 
but just enough to make a nice display. If you come and visit the Carnival please come and say hello to us 
at our gazebo.   Many Thanks to you all     Val Telephone: 01544 327700 Email: chair.hfwie@gmail.com 

One of the tubs of 
flowers outside WI House 

DATE EVENT  VENUE COST  TIME 
31 MARCH  DRIVER REFRESHER TRAINING HEREFORD RACECOURSE £25.00 All day 

31 MARCH FEDERATION QUIZ FINAL SUTTON ST NICHOLAS as above 7.00pm 

3/4 APRIL  SECRETARIES' WORKSHOP 
WI HOUSE, ST OWEN STREET, HERE-
FORD £5.00 pm/am 

24 APRIL ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING THREE COUNTIES HOTEL, HEREFORD £6.50 opens 9.30am 

29 APRIL 
WI STALL - HEREFORD RIVER CARNI-
VAL HIGH TOWN TO BISHOPS MEADOW nil opens 9.30am 

2 MAY  PROGRAMME PLANNING 
WI HOUSE, ST OWEN STREET, HERE-
FORD £5.00 9.30am 

16 MAY  DIANA: HER FASHION STORY KENSINGTON PALACE, LONDON £36.00 see enclosure 

2 JUNE CRAFT TASTER DAY BISHOPSWOOD VILLAGE HALL £20.00 10am 

28 MAY-2 JUNE HAUNTED TALES HOLIDAY CHESHIRE AND LANCASHIRE £513.00 see itinerary 

7 JUNE  NATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING LIVERPOOL As advised tba 

29 JUNE  EXPLORE AND ENJOY YOUR WI   tba tba 

23 JULY-30 JULY  HOLIDAY SWITZERLAND £899.00 see itinerary 

12-14 SEPT HOLIDAY IN LONDON LONDON tba see itinerary 

25 SEPTEMBER  COGAN CUP ST JOHNS, HEREFORD 
£10 per 

team 7pm 

19-20 NOVEMBER  DENMAN TASTER DAY DENMAN COLLEGE tba tba 
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DIGITAL NEWS 

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE 

Diana: Her Fashion Story at Kensington Palace 

Celebrate the life of Diana, Princess of Wales, in 
this major new dress exhibition at Kensington 
Palace. 
 

Trace the evolution of the Princess’s style, from 
the demure, romantic outfits of her first public ap-
pearances, to the glamour, elegance and confi-

dence of her later life. Don’t miss an extraordinary collection of garments, including the iconic velvet 
gown, famously worn at the White House when the Princess danced with John Travolta. 
Full details on the enclosure with this newsletter. 
For queries, please contact Eileen Dilley, Bramley, Sutton St Nicholas, Hereford, HR1 3AY.  Telephone 01432 880527   

COGAN CUP    25th September 2017 
A miscellany of poetry, prose and music as if on the radio — 
full details on enclosure issued with February newsletter.  
The evening will be an entertaining event proving, yet again, 
that we have a lot of talent amongst our membership.  

EDUCATION AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS  

DIGITAL SUB-COMMITTEE 

At the latest Board Meeting, the Trustees discussed the 
importance of welcoming the new ways of communicating 
with each other that exist nowadays.  They are looking 
to set up a sub-committee and would welcome volunteers 
to join and look at new and old ways of getting our 
message across to members in Herefordshire and doing 
what we do best—welcoming people into our midst.  If 
you are interested in helping us, please contact: 
Alison Lord, email digitalchampion.hfwi@gmail.com  or 
Pauline Shannon, email fedsec.hfwie@gmail.com 

Tuesday 12th, 13th & 14th September
( note dates had to be changed ) 

 

The holiday will include visits to Wrest 
Park, Ham House, Charlecote Park and a 
viewing of the Wallace Collection.  Full 
Afternoon Tea at the Queen Anne 
Orangery At Kensington Palace. Dinner at 
Cafe Rouge and much more besides. We 
will be staying at the Hilton London 
Metropole Hotel. 
 

Please send an A5 stamped addressed envelope for 
brochure to Eileen Dilley, Bramley, Sutton St Nicholas, 
Hereford, HR1 3AY. Telephone 01432 880527 

LONDON VISIT 2017 

Thank you to those members who signed up for the course about the WI Moodle.  I was able to deliver the course 
to 23 members over several sessions.  I may deliver the course again if you missed out first time.  WI Life March 
edition page 16 mentioned a new members area of the WI website which is being launched in June at the Annual 
Meeting in Liverpool, so there may be a need to develop a new course about this resource.  Please contact me if 
there is another course you would like me to deliver. 
Want to let potential members know about your WI?  You can send me your 2017 programme for the webpages.  
Don’t forget you can advertise your events on the Facebook page. 
Please contact me if you require any help with your computer or tablet, your own WI Facebook page or website.  
The Herefordshire WI website address and Facebook address are always on the front page of the newsletter. 
Alison Lord  digitalchampion.hfwi@gmail.com  01544 340256 

ADVERTISING IN THE MONTHLY WI NEWSLETTER  Do you have friends/relations who run 
businesses in Herefordshire and are looking for more advertising opportunities.   The cost to market 
your  business across the county is from only £20 per monthly issue.  Contact Mrs Ann Wood for 
further details.   Telephone  01544 327237   Email  annandrod.284@gmail.com   

COPY DEADLINE FOR MAY NEWSLETTER  -  TUESDAY 11 APRIL 2017 
Please note late contributors may not be accepted for the current Newsletter 

Bulb orders 2017 Ask your 
Secretary 
for a copy of 
the Bulb 
Catalogue 
2017. Orders 
have to be in 
to WI House 
by 7th June 

THANK YOU 
To Huntington 
(Hereford) WI 

for their donation 
to WI Funds of 
£150.00 from 

the CITY GROUP 
meeting 

Calling All Crafters  
We know there are lots of skilled 
craftspeople and crafts enthusiasts among 
our members and we are looking for people 
who are willing to run craft workshops so 
that WIs or groups of WIs can organise 
craft days or half days .  See enclosure. 
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DENMAN REPORT 

This is my first 
report as your 
Denman Ambassa-
dor and I am  
excited and en-
thusiastic to see 

what Denman has to offer this year. 
I will be at the ACM at the Three Coun-
ties Hotel on 24th April where I look 
forward to meeting lots of members.  
There will be brochures to give away 
with monthly information on courses 
taking place for the rest of this year, 
plus the opportunity to enter the Den-
man Dip - a chance for one lucky mem-
ber to win vouchers to use towards a 
Denman course of their choice. 
Last year, I attended a Denman Resi-
dential Designer Day, which is an over-
night stay followed by a day “taster” 
workshop.  This was my first visit to 
Denman and we had a fantastic time.  
We learnt that not everyone is a genius 
at crafts, it is about having a go at 
something new in your life and having 
fun at the same time.  I met friendly 
members from other parts of the coun-
try as well.  This was such a success 
that I will be arranging another taster 
day this year - 19th/20th November 
2017 - watch this space for details. 
Please feel free to contact me: 
Jenny Winchester 
Email: jennywinchester77@gmail.com 
Telephone 07415 655126  

ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING   -  24TH APRIL 2017 

Venue  -  Three Counties Hotel, Belmont Road, Hereford 
You are all welcome to the 96th HFWI Annual Council Meeting which will be held at the Three 
Counties Hotel this year.  Join the Chairman and Trustees on this annual event to celebrate 
another year of WI activities.  Prices are held at £6.50. You will need to register on your arrival 
and a Ploughman’s lunch can be provided at a cost of £8.25 - full information, including details 
of speakers, are on the enclosure issued last month.  Stalls and coffee will be open from 
9.30am.   
The Agenda will be issued next month as it is still being finalised, but the day will include 
general WI business items, speakers from the sub-committees including Fundraising, 
Campaigns, Membership Support Committee, Education and Public Affairs, Denman, Digital 
News and ACWW.    
Cups and trophies will be presented to the deserving winners and we will celebrate the 
anniversaries of various WIs who have reached landmark birthdays. 
We have two speakers this year - Baroness Jill Pitkeathley who will guide us through the 
workings of the House of Lords.  Jill is a good speaker and this should be an interesting topic. 
Later on, we have the Chair of NFWI - Janice Langley - talking about her life as NFWI Chair and 
she will keep us entertained with stories of everyday happenings. 
The Trustees and staff at WI House look forward to meeting you all on the day  

the whole day costs just £20 per member.  See  
enclosure issued with this month’s newsletter 
 
there will be free tea and coffee throughout the 
day . we ask all members to bring a plate of food  
and share for lunch. this in the past has been a 
great talking point at lunch time ( even swopping 
recipes) 
for more details or to book a place 
ring or text jenny winchester on …07415655126   

 

 

WELCOME TO DENMAN 
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PARKWAY WI      Meeting time: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 2.00pm 

        Venue:  Baptist Church Rooms, Homend, Ledbury  
 
Parkway WI was formed in 1946, when rationing 
was still in force and the emphasis was still on 
‘make do and mend’. Since then, Parkway has been 
active in the many campaigns launched by the WI 
executive concerning women, their families and 
the environment, including Equal Pay for Equal 
Work, and more recently SOS Honey Bees.  
       
Parkway WI celebrated its 71st birthday in 
February, 2017. Our membership crosses the age 
ranges. We have a thriving Knit and Natter group 
and most of our members are involved in other 
clubs and societies, bringing new ideas and 
thinking to our meetings.  
 
Our meetings reflect the traditional format of WI meetings, with a speaker, a competition and 
refreshments – usually tea and biscuits and on special occasions, afternoon tea. Like other WIs, 

we have an annual outing, a festive lunch and Christmas 
party. In 2015 we had the honour of hosting the WI’s 
Centenary Anniversary at our Group Meeting.  
 
We would like to think that we provide a meeting place 
where women from all backgrounds can come together 
in friendship to share their stories and experiences, to 
share a joke and have a laugh.   
Our President, Val Graham and our Secretary, Eileen 
Hunt, have been fulfilling their roles for too many 
years to remember exactly and the skills they have 
brought to these roles have been crucial to the 
efficient but relaxed way in which Parkway WI 
conducts itself.  

SPOTLIGHT 

Next Month’s Spotlight article will be on PEMBRIDGE 

“Explore and enjoy your WI – an evening for you”.   
Why does the WI do what it does? When did the WI start and why? Why are there so many “do’s and don’ts”? Are these 
some of the questions you’ve thought about at your WI? Those of you who have been members for a while might know 
the answers but do your new members? There’s a lot more to the WI than just a monthly meeting so why don’t you 
come to an evening at Sutton St Nicholas on June 29th to find out more, when these questions – and others - will be 
answered. 
This is a meeting (get-together) for anyone but we would especially welcome Presidents to come and to bring members, 
long-standing or new, with them. Application form enclosed.  Angela Southwell   email: jandasouthwell@btinternet.com            

Resolutions 2017: There are two resolutions going 
forward to the National AGM “Alleviating Loneliness” 
and “Plastic Soup”. More details with your secretary. 

MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT COMMITTEE 

Our 2017 New Year Lunch 

Val Graham and Eileen Hunt,  
our President and Secretary 

Jean Haigh: I am taking this opportunity to say a big “thank 
you” to Jean Haigh who has been a long-standing member of 
our committee (and a previous member of the Board of 
Trustees) and who has now moved from Herefordshire to 
Norwich to be nearer her family. Although she never 
trained as a WI Adviser she was a willing helper at many 
events over the years and for this we thank her and wish 
her every happiness her new home.  

HANDICRAFTS CLUB  -  The club meets at the Salvation Army 
Citadel, Edgar Street on first Wednesdays, 11am—12.15pm.  Sub-
scription £6, visitors £1.00.  Enquiries please contact:-Mrs Gaile 
Harris, Chairman   Tel: 01432 649598 
5 April -  Clyde, Wild Wicker 3 May  -  Craft Day 
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