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Herefordshire              Newsletter 
Federation of Women’s Institutes                    2023-2024 

 

WI COFFEE & CATCH UP 

Why don’t you join us for a coffee 
and a chat? 
 
We will be meeting at 10.30am on:    
 
Saturday 9 December at   
Wellington Garden Centre, Wellington, HR4 8BB 
 
Friday 19th January at 
Newton Court, Leominster, HR6 0PF 

© Herefordshire Federation of WIs                  Website:  https://herefordshire.thewi.org.uk/ 

HFWI Office is located at WI House, 90 St Owen’s Street, Hereford, HR1 2QD.  Office hours:  Tuesday-Friday 9.30am-2.30pm.  Telephone number:  01432 272268.   

WI House Team:  Chairman—Margaret Simcock (chair@herefordshirewi.org.uk); Federation Secretary—Caroline Wright (fedsec@herefordshirewi.org.uk); Book-keeper—Marcia Brown 
(accounts@herefordshirewi.org.uk); Assistant Federation Secretary—Caroline Miller (admin@herefordshirewi.org.uk) 

CHANGE TO CHRISTMAS CLOSURE—Advance notice      

WI House will be closed from 16th December to 8th  
January inclusive.  Federation staff will be back in 
the office on 9th January 2024. 

This double issue of the Newsletter says Farewell to 2023 and Welcome to 
2024.  I am sure that your WI will be celebrating December with an extra       
special meeting.  I do hope that you all have a wonderful time.  Many WIs do 
not meet in January as the weather and road conditions can be dire especially 
for those in rural areas.  But at the end of January you will receive the February 
Newsletter with news of events in the Spring.  Do look out for this in your inbox 
or perhaps you receive the printed copy.  Join the trip in February as it will be 
something to look forward to and remember to bring a friend as the Federation events are 
open to everyone.   
 
I am sure that 2024 will be a great year for our Federation and for your WI.  Do invite other 
members to join some of your events.   Perhaps you are already a volunteer within your 
community or wider afield.  If not, consider helping occasionally at WI House just answering 
the phone and talking to visitors.  Tea and coffee is provided so phone or call in to find out 
more. However you are spending the next few weeks I do hope that you have a happy and 
peaceful time and that you are really looking forward to 2024.  

                Best wishes,     Margaret 

          MARGARET’S MEMO 

NATIONAL FESTIVAL OF QUILTS 
NEC  Thursday,  1st August 2024 

The coach is booked for this event.  The booking 
form will come early in 2024 so look out for ad-

vanced show tickets. 
The coach tickets are available for  everyone so do 

let fellow crafters know and any craft groups in your     
area.  This is a great day for everyone not only quilt-

ers.            

       HFWI Cirencester  
     & Snowdrops at Cerney 
House—12 February 2024                   

£32.00 

Booking deadline:  18/01/2024 

        Needle Museum, Redditch                                                                   

                   15 March 2024                    

£27.50  Booking deadline:  15/02/24 

HFWI Coach Trips 

Fo
r 

d
et

ai
ls

 c
o

n
ta

ct
 a

d
m

in
@

h
e

re
fo

rd
sh

ir
ew

i.o
rg

.u
k 



2 

 

 

 
 

 

 

HFWI Events Please apply for tickets through your Secretary/Treasurer/Booking Person. (Associate members may book direct with the HFWI office.) BACS or 
cheque payments shown on your bank statements will act as receipt of monies received by HFWI.  Receipts will be issued for cash transactions.  If the word 
‘non-members’ is not printed on the application form, the event is for members only. If oversubscribed (too many applications for places received before 
the closing date), WI members have priority and a ballot may be held. Notification of cancellation or over-subscription will be sent to the Booking Person as 
soon as possible.  If you can’t attend, it is up to you to sell your ticket (as appropriate), no refunds are given unless the event cannot go ahead or is over-
subscribed. Please note: All events except training are fundraisers for HFWI.  

Poem of the Month 

The WINNING ENTRY for the  

Joy Ward Silver Trophy Poetry 2023 

 

FROM A DISTANCE - A CINQUAIN QUARTET 
 

From the 
Folds of tissue 

Trot eight battered horses 
Prancing down half remembered roads 

Of youth. 
 

Tiny  
Matchbox muses 

Caparisoned in dreams 
Pull a coach full of precious years  

Long gone: 
 

Homemade 
Pristine soldiers; 

Tinned salmon sandwiches; 
Teddy hung by his ears to dry …. 

Grandad. 
 

A gift 
From a dead aunt 

Awakens bittersweet 
Memories of tears, yearning, joy 

And love. 

 
Written by Christina (Tina) Jackson 

Ledbury WI 

Note from Tina:   

 
Most people are familiar with Western        
poetry forms and their rhyming schemes, for 
example the sonnet, ballad or limerick. For my 
entry into this year’s Joy Ward Poetry       
Competition I chose a different form, a syllabic 
poem using the syllables in a word rather than 
rhyming or blank verse. 
 
Some may be aware of the Japanese poetry 
form called the Haiku, a verse of three lines 
using five syllables in the first line, seven in 
the second line and five in the third. Very 
often foreign translations of these poems 
loose the syllabic form in order to retain the 
meaning.  However, the West embraced the 
concept of using syllables and developed    
several different syllabic poetic styles and the 
one I used is called the Cinquain.   
 
This is a poem of five lines made up of two 
syllables in the first line, four in the second, six 
in the third line, eight in the fourth and   
shrinking back to two syllables in the final, 
fifth line.   
 
I found that using the Cinquain concentrated 
my mind on the ideas that I wanted to share 
with the last line in each Cinquain being all 
important. 
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The November 2023 draw was made on 3/11/2023 and the lucky 
winners are:  
1st Prize (£20) Ticket no 35 (WI Supporter);  
2nd Prize (£10) Ticket no 33 (WI Supporter);  
3rd Prize (£5)  Ticket no 12 (Saltmarshe & District WI).   
 

YOU can still join the HFWI 100 Club 
For details contact:   admin@herefordshirewi.org.uk 
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Any queries contact;  Sandra Walker (Federation Resolution Coordinator) sjwalker253@gmail.com 

British Science Week (8-17 March 2024)      PROVISIONAL 
Your Federation have decided to celebrate British Science Week in 2024 for the first time. This will 
be the British Science Association's 30th celebration so they have decided on the theme  'Time'. 
Please give your support for our celebration of STEM (Science Technology Engineering Maths). 
The final timetable will be published in January in time for you to book your place. 

Opportunities to join this exciting week (8 - 17 March 2024) listed below 
A LUNCH is booked for the first day to celebrate International Women's Day, their theme for 2024 is 
#InspireInclusion 
Following on, events are to include: 

River visits for water testing tuition guided by Herefordshire Wildlife Trust 
Engineering visit to NMITE Rotherwas to see how timber is used for sustainability, design and 

construction 
Water treatment plant visit to see what happens to water as it is treated 
Workshop day at Ross with a scientist and pharmacist 
Workshop day at Dilwyn with a citizen science manager and pharmacist 
Visits to the Midlands Centre for Cyber Security at Rotherwas 

 
Number of attendees at each event will be limited for safety reasons so keep your diaries free and 
look out for the final timetable in January and BOOK your place. 
                                                 Sandra Walker       (sjwalker253@gmail.com) 
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Come and hear expert speakers talk about each resolution has 
been arranged for Tuesday 28 November 2pm - 4pm at        

Wellington Community Centre (HR4 8AZ). 
Free to attend and join the discussion/debate. Refreshments 

available. 

3-piece set:  2024 HFWI Calendar; pen and LED key-ring torch        @ £7.00 a set 

5 or more sets                                                                                             @ £5.00 a set 

2024 HFWI Calendar                                                                                  @ £5.50 each or 2 for £10.00 

Pens                                                                                                              @ £1.00 each 

LED Key-ring torch                                                                                      @ £1.50 each 

 
Collect items from WI House until 15th December 2024.  Your Secretary has an order form.  Email orders to:                   

admin@herefordshirewi.org.uk 

HFWI CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
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                                          DIGITAL NEWS FOR DECEMBER                        
                                           2023/JANUARY 2024 

 
 

 FACEBOOK:  If you would like to put a short report about 
your recent meeting, advertise a forthcoming event, or a 
report about a Federation trip you have been on (with  
pictures of course!), please either send it by email to me 
(address below), admin@herefordshirewi.org.uk (Caroline 
Miller) or  christy_r_crouch@yahoo.co.uk (Christy Crouch) 
as we are all admins of the Federation Facebook page. 

 
 There is also a blue button saying message; you can also 

copy and paste your report on a message and attach any 
photos and this will be picked up and put on the page   
direct. 

 
 Facebook does not now allow anyone other than Admins 

to paste on a page. 
 
 Please get in touch if you need any assistance. 
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Alison Lord    digitalchampion.hfwi@gmail.com   01544 340256    07896888629 

Speakers’ Corner 

Professor Mark Whitehorn  

Topic:  Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

AI Is playing a crucial role in cybersecurity, 

detecting and  preventing cyberattacks in 

real-time . 

mark@penguinsoft.co.uk                HR7 4SS  

DC 2507 William Sneddon  
Topic:  Cyber and Fraud protection  

Investigator Cyber Crime Team, West Mecia 
Police c/o Shrewsbury Police Station 

Shrewsbury SY2 5RW  
Tel:  07967303767   01743 26464  

or 01905 694454 
Email: william.sneddon@westmercia.police.uk 

mailto:admin@herefordshirewi.org.uk
mailto:christy_r_crouch@yahoo.co.uk
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VISIT  THE  MUSEUM  OF  CIDER 

If you are interested in art and apples then visit A       
Variety of Cultures, an exhibition including artwork 

never seen outside London.  The Museum is in        
Hereford near Sainsbury’s HR4 0EF.  There is parking 

and a tearoom  
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Have you heard about fundraising website easyfundraising? Lots of WIs are already using it and have 
raised hundreds of pounds already so we thought we would tell you about it. 
 
How does it work? 
It’s a very simple idea – when anyone connected to your WI (members, family, friends etc) uses the 
easyfundraising website to shop online, the retailer they shop with sends your WI a free donation at 
no extra cost to the shopper. 
 
Your members won’t need to change where they shop as all their favourite retailers are involved,  
including Amazon, Tesco, M&S, Sainsbury’s, eBay, Argos, Asda, John Lewis, Morrisons, Boots,     
Screwfix, Waitrose, Holland & Barratt, Lakeland and 8000 others.  
 

It’s completely free and it won’t cost your members anything extra to shop this way as the retailers 
pay the donations, not the shoppers.  
 

Here’s an example 
Ann is a member of her local WI. She wants to buy a new kettle from John Lewis. Instead of visiting 
the John Lewis website, she firstly goes to the easyfundraising website and clicks on the ‘John Lewis’ 
link. 
 
The easyfundraising website directs her to the John Lewis website where she shops as normal and 
buys her kettle. But because she started at easyfundraising John Lewis will send her WI a free       
monetary donation at no extra cost to Ann.  
 
Getting Started 
We would encourage you to visit this page and follow the simple sign up process to get started. 
 
easyfundraising is entirely free, very easy to set up and use and very safe so you do not need to 
worry about any security issues.  
 
If you have any questions, get in touch with our contact Becky Coleman via email, 
becky@easyfundraising.org.uk - who will be more than happy to help 
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https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/herefordshire-wis/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/herefordshire-wis/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/herefordshire-wis/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/herefordshire-wis/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/herefordshire-wis/
mailto:becky@easyfundraising.org.uk
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WI FORUM 



8 

Herefordshire                                        Newsletter 
Federation of Women’s Institutes                      2023-2024 

WI FORUM 
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© Herefordshire Federation of WIs   Unauthorised reproduction prohibited.  HFWI Newsletter proof-reader:  Margaret Simcock.  HFWI Newsletter is the official newsletter of the Herefordshire Federation 

of WIs.  By submitting an article for inclusion in this HFWI Newsletter you are giving permission for all of the information and photographs included in the article to be published and distributed to subscrib-

ers to the newsletter. The newsletter is also used to help promote the aims and objectives of the Women’s Institute therefore it can be read by members of the general public.  It is your responsibility to 

ensure that members included in any article that is sent to us have given permission for their data to be used.  No article may be reproduced in any form save with the permission of the Trustees.  
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DATE EVENT INFORMATION & VENUE TIME COST 

Sat, 25th November Yule Fayre Bodenham Village Hall WI 

Stalls available 

10am-

3.00pm 

£5.00 per table 

Tues 28th November 2024 Resolutions 

Shortlist Meeting 

Wellington Community 

Centre.(HR4 8AZ) 

2-4.00pm Expert speakers and 

debate.  Free to at-

tend.  Refreshments 

available 

Sat, 9th Dec WI Coffee &   

Catch-up 

Wellington Garden Centre, 

Wellington, HR4 8BB 

10.30am Come along for a chat 

and meet other HFWI 

members 

Sat, 16th Dec-Mon 8th 

Jan 2024, inclusive 

WI House Christmas Closure   The Office will           

re-open on Tuesday 

9th Jan ‘24 

Fri, 19th January 2024 WI Coffee &   

Catch-up 

Newton Court, Leominster, 

HR6 0PF 

10.30am Come along for a chat 

and meet other HFWI 

members 

Mon 12th Feb 2024 Coach Trip Cirencester & Snowdrops 

at Cerney House 

  

Day trip– 

open to all.  

£32 includes coach, 

entrance, talk and 

refreshments 

Fri 15th March 2024 Coach Trip Needle Museum, Bordesley 

Abbey, BP8 8HY & Webbs 

of Wychbold 

Day trip – 

open to all.  

WI members £27.50 

includes coach,     

entrance, tour and 

light refreshments 

8th-17th March 2024 County-wide 

events 

British Science Week 

Various locations in       

Herefordshire 

Workshops  

TBC in Jan 

2024 

Something for        

everyone, so do take 

part. 

4-5 June 2024 Coach Trip Rural Concierge Trip to WI 

Conference, London, plus 

sightseeing. 

Hotel     

stop-over 

WI Conference ticket 

to be booked         

separately (see          

November’s Newsletter) 

1 August 2024 Coach Trip NEC Quilting and Craft 

Show 

Day trip Entrance tickets to be 

booked by individuals 

HEREFORDSHIRE FEDERATION WI      DIARY OF EVENTS     NOV 2023-AUG 2024 


