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                          MAY 2018 

2018 Edition 4 — 30p  

OFFICE OPENING HOURS: Tuesday and Wednesday 9.30 – 2.30pm  

        THE PYONS 

                     JERUSALEM 
 
And did those feet in ancient time   Bring me my bow of burning gold: 
Walk upon England's mountains green?   Bring me my arrows of desire: 
And was the holy Lamb of God    Bring me my spear: O clouds unfold! 
On England's pleasant pastures seen?    Bring me my chariot of fire. 
And did the Countenance Divine   I will not cease from mental fight,  
Shine forth upon our clouded hills?   Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand 
And was Jerusalem builded here   Till we have built Jerusalem 
Among these dark Satanic mills?    In England's green and pleasant land. 
          William Blake 

http://www.thewi.org.uk/herefordshire
https://www.facebook.com/Herefordshirefederationofwomensinstitutes


CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 

Dear Ladies 
At last, I can say “ Spring is actually here”  It has been a long cold winter but now that we have longer, warmer days 
we can get out a bit more, socialize and enjoy ourselves.  I have spent days in the greenhouse sorting out my baby 
plants. Why are there so many seeds in a packet? What can I do with 200 tomato plants? 
Not long now to our ACM, I am hoping that you enjoy it this year. An annual meeting is not known 
to be “fun” but we try our best. Pauline has begged lots of raffle prizes this year from lots of 
local businesses and is working hard to make sure that it all runs well. Hope to see many of you 
then. 
I attended a lovely lunch on 15th April to celebrate Dorstone WI’s 95th birthday, congratulations 
to them.  
We are starting to arrange celebrations for our Centenary. We should be having a garden party at 
Lower Hope later in the year, more details to follow. 
Does your WI sing “Jerusalem” at the start of meetings? All WI’s used to do it and it gives a 
good feeling to start the meeting, please consider this. 
Your committees have been given details of changes to the charging of the newsletters, this only affects a very 
small number of members.  Enjoy the sunshine (I hope)  Val    
Val Lewis,  Telephone: 01544 327700    Email: chair.hfwie@gmail.com 
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SPORTS AND LEISURE COMMITTEE 

COPY DEADLINE FOR JUNE NEWSLETTER      TUESDAY 15 MAY 2018 
Please note late contributors may not be accepted for the current Newsletter 

HANDICRAFTS CLUB  
The club meets at the Salvation Army Cit-
adel, Edgar Street on first Wednesdays,  
11am - 12.15pm.  
Subscription £6, visitors £1.00.  Enquiries 
please to: Mrs Gaile Harris, Chairman, 
telephone 01432 469598. 
Future Events -  
2 May   -  Craft Day 
6 June   -  AGM with Show and Tell  
5 September—To be arranged 

Want to attract new members in 2018?  Perhaps you could think about setting up a webpage or FACEBOOK page 
to publicise yourself to your local community.  Free sites like WEEBLY or similar are quite straightforward to put 
together.  Contact me if you would like some help and examples. 
Thanks to those WIs who have sent in their 2018 programmes to go on the WI website next to your WI page.   
Are you an officer?  MY WI has a lot of information about running your WI and the duties of the officers; much 
more else besides including the WI Constitution.  I would thoroughly recommend that all officers are able to access 
this useful site.  Go to the front page of www.thewi.org.uk  
The Digital WI:  I am available to do a talk on ‘Everything you need to know about WI online…’ and ‘Publicising your 
WI’.  Short notice is fine. 2nd Wednesdays are difficult. 
Please contact me if you require any help or have an idea for a course; the Herefordshire WI website address and 
Facebook address are always on the front page of the newsletter. 

Alison Lord  digitalchampion.hfwi@gmail.com  01544 340256 

DIGITAL NEWS  

PLAY BOULES We are looking forward to enjoying the taster session of 
“Boule” on Thursday 10th May at the Tram Inn, Eardisley.  If there are 
any problems please email me or phone me, let’s hope it’s not raining 

Pat Lemin  Telephone 01989780397; 
Email: pat@churchendbarn.plus.com 

 

WALKING NETBALL and GOLF SESSIONS - see March’s 
enclosure and let me know if any of you are interested in 
participating.    

Obituaries 
It is with great sadness to let you know of the death of two past members of HFWI Federation. 

Mrs Evelyn Hatcher of Eardisley WI passed away on Friday 6th April 2018 after a short illness.  She was the HFWI 
County Treasurer from 1995 to 1998 when Mrs Ann Wood, also of Eardisley, was County Chairman.  “Ev” was the 

instigator that got me into the WI when I became joint secretary with her many years ago in Eardisley WI.  She 
was a “larger than life” character and will be greatly missed by the whole village. 

Mrs May Wilford, also of Eardisley, passed away on the same day. She was HFWI County Chairman from 1972 to 
1976.  She was also the wife of the Rector of Eardisley Church at that time. 
These two ladies were very active in the activities in Eardisley Village and, together, they started a Flower Festival 

as well as being involved in many other things.        Val Lewis 



Membership Support Committee - WI Advisers 
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I have recently been looking through the evaluation forms re speakers at your monthly meetings and I was really 
pleased to see how many WIs use their own members to give talks or demonstrations.  There is such a lot of talent 
within the WI – make sure you use it. 
The WI Advisers are always thinking of ways to help WIs improve and get more women interested in the WI.  We 
have compiled a short list of top tips which you may find useful, and we will be adding to them next month with tips 
on recruiting more members.  If you have any suggestions, please let me know. 
Top Tips for your WI 
 Be friendly and welcoming to all your members and visitors.  Have a designated visitors’ and new members’ 

hostess. 
 Keep in touch with those members unable to attend due to illness or bereavement.  Perhaps produce your own 

WI’s newsletter. 
 Make sure that your programme for the year has a variety of topics and activities which will appeal to all ages 

and give every member a copy. 
 Does your WI run interest groups which meet during the month in between meetings?  This is also a good way 

to attract new members. 
 Be an inclusive WI and involve all your members. 
 Keep the business short and to the point.  The record of the previous meeting need not be read out but must 

be available for members to read before being signed off. 
 Advertise your WI via local notice boards and newspapers. 
 Make time for social time at your WI, whether over a cuppa or a supper. 
And remember:- ENJOY YOUR WI and HAVE FUN! 
Angela Southwell 

EDUCATION & PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

Visit National Memorial Arboretum on 16 May 
We are looking forward to our visit to the 150-acre Arboretum which is a living, growing tribute to those who have 
served, and continue to serve, our country.  The Millennium Chapel of Peace and Forgiveness is situated close to the 
Remembrance Centre and is the only place in the country where the Act of Remembrance is observed daily at 11 am.  
For those who wish to attend,  we will arrive in time for this service.     Veronica Madgen  

News from the Archives 
As the new HFWI Archivist my first duty was to attend the Federation Archivists 

Conference at Denman last November. After two days of talks on all subjects 

archival I returned ready to tackle the Herefordshire WI archives.  

So what has been achieved so far?  A digital catalogue containing all the WI items 

held at Herefordshire Archives and Record Centre (HARC); a list of items 

deposited in WI House (about half way through) and a revamped archive area in 

the WI House store room. 

What next?  To catalogue items held by WIs/museums/local history societies/ 

churches/village halls and working with all Herefordshire WIs towards preserving 

their valuable records 

Please contact me with any archival questions or concerns. 

Tessa Lovell  HFWI.Archivist@gmail.com   01885 788623 

DIARY OF EVENTS - MAY 2018 
DATE EVENT  VENUE COST  TIME 

30 APRIL-5 MAY HOLIDAY NORTHERN IRELAND Speak to Eileen Dilley 

10 MAY PLAY BOULES TRAM INN, EARDISLEY Rearranged date  

14 MAY  ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING 
THREE COUNTIES HOTEL, HERE-
FORD £6.50 10am-3.30pm 

16 MAY NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM  ALREWAS tba see itinerary 

6 JUNE NATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING MOTORPOINT ARENA, CARDIFF see costings see itinerary 

9 JUNE CRAFT DAY BISHOPSWOOD VILLAGE HALL £20.00 10am-4pm 

14 JUNE TALK BY RUTH RICHARDSON SUTTON ST NICHOLAS £8.00 7pm 

15-17 JUNE  HUXLEY CUP COMPETITION  
THREE COUNTIES SHOW-
GROUND   

25 JUNE  SPEAKERS' AUDITION EVENING ST JOHNS, HEREFORD £5.00 7pm 

11 JULY LACOCK ABBEY AND BRADFORD ON AVON £32.50 or £22 NT members 

28 JULY CHESTER ZOO CHESTER £39.00 or £36.80 (over 65) 

4/5/6 SEPTEMBER HOLIDAY LONDON Speak to Eileen Dilley 
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DENMAN COLLEGE REPORT 

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE      FUTURE EVENTS 

LONDON 4th, 5th & 6th September 
Staying at the Novotel London West.  We visit Woburn 
Abbey on the way to London, then Bella Italia for Dinner.  
Visit Middle Temple Lincoln's Inn. Lunch.  Theatre is 
‘Woman in Black’. Take a boat to Hampton Court.  Will try 
to keep cost to around £300, but things are getting more 
expensive.  Need £80 deposit asap. 
If you are interested please send large SAE for brochure 
to Eileen Dilley, Bramley, Sutton St Nicholas, 
Hereford, HR1 3AY  Tel: 01432 880527   

D E N M A N    R E S I D E N T I A L    V I S I T  
Application forms are now available for this visit on Sunday, 18 to Monday 19 
November 2018.  To obtain a form please contact Margaret Simcock and  please 
complete your form and return it with the £20 deposit payable to HFWI as soon as 
possible.  The course options are:  Dance, Fun and Fitness; Music with Carl 
Attwood; Willow Work and Silver Clay Jewellery.   The visit is a wonderful 
opportunity not only to explore Denman and to experience the outstanding 
facilities there but also to meet members from all over the county and, at Denman, 
from all over the country.  Come on the visit and relax, have a little 'me time' 
before the seasonal panic hits us all!!  The total cost for the Residential Designer 
Visit is just £170. 

D E N M A N 
As 2018 is Denman's 70th anniversary, they are planning many events to 
celebrate.  Look on the Denman site denman.org.uk for full details or ask your secretary who will have received 
the information.  For anything you would like to know about Denman, the November visit or the Herefordshire 

room refurbishment, contact me.  Margaret Simcock  -  01885 400700 email  margaret.norbrook@gmail.com 

Chesterzoo.org 

Thank you for your support for the project to refurbish 
the Herefordshire room at Denman.   The generous 
donations to the fund will be used towards larger 
items.  Please continue to remember the fund when 
holding a raffle or coffee morning.  The greater the 
fund, the more complete the refurbishment of the room 
will be.  The craft items will make the room a joy to 
visit and exhibit the skills of Herefordshire mem-
bers.  We do have material which can be used in pro-
jects.  Individual members or craft clubs who would 
like to use these materials please contact me, 
Margaret Simcock, telephone 01885 400700 or email 
me at margaret.norbrook@gmail.com 
 

THANK YOU for the following donations towards 
the Herefordshire Room at Denman 

Bromyard Group donated £50.00 
Wellington WI has donated £200.00 

Huntington (Hereford) has donated £20.00 
Saltmarshe & District donated £50.00 

D O    I T    F O R    D E N M A N 

VISIT LACOCK ABBEY & BRADFORD ON AVON 
11 JULY  - A TRIP to Bradford on Avon which is a 
lovely market town in Wiltshire, followed by a visit to 
Lacock Abbey in the afternoon 
to enjoy its marvellous 
atmosphere.  See attached 
enclosure which has full 
details.  Cost is £32.50 or 
£22.00 for NT members  

Thursday 14 June -  Come and join us for the 
latest talk by Ruth Richardson on  up to date 
news about Blanche Parry, confidante of 
Queen Elizabeth 1  -  To be held at Sutton St Nicholas at 
7-00 pm.  As it will be summer, the price of £8.00 includes 
the talk, a pudding and punch.  Ruth has a new book (2nd 
edition) will be available on the night.  Please see enclosure 
for full details and contact Eileen if you have any questions. 

CHESTER ZOO 
A VISIT to Chester Zoo is 
arranged for Saturday 28 
July.   Chester Zoo has over 
21,000 of the world's most  

 

exotic and endangered animals to discover in 125 acres of award-
winning gardens.  As a wildlife charity, conservation is at the heart 
of everything they do, there in the zoo and around the world.  It will 
be an amazing day out—there's so much to see and do!   See 
enclosure for full details and contact Eileen with any queries 

To be held at Bishopswood 
Village Hall at Kerne Bridge, 
Ross on Wye.  Cost is £20 for 
the day and bring a plate of food 
to share for lunch.  Free tea and 
coffee available throughout the 
day.  The day starts at 10am and 
runs until 4pm.  See enclosure 
and any questions please speak 
to Jenny Winchester, telephone 
07415 655126 

CRAFTS TO CHOOSE FROM:- 
1. Home and Garden 
2. Flower Arranging and Design 
3. Willow Work 
4. Two Stitch Embroidery  
These days have proved very popular and we look forward 
to seeing you on the day.  See enclosure for full details 

CRAFT DAY ON 9th JUNE  

The Federation Centenary committee have started 
a fund for the Centenary celebrations 

 and thank you to Ross & District Group for starting this 
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SPOTLIGHT 

Next Month’s Spotlight article will be on THE SPARKLING WYE WI 

The 14–18 NOW Poppies Tour  
The 
presentations 
by 14–18 
NOW, the 
UK’s arts 
programme 
for the First 
World War 
centenary, 
give people 
across the 

UK the chance to experience the impact of the ceramic 
poppy sculptures in a range of places of particular First 
World War resonance. At the end of the tour they will 
become part of the Imperial War Museums’ collection. 
The men and women of Herefordshire made a huge 
contribution to the war effort, from the brave young 
men recruited into the Herefordshire Light Infantry – 
among them Allan Leonard Lewis who was awarded the 
Victoria Cross – to the Canary Girls who filled munition 
shells at the Rotherwas Munitions Factory. Local 
farmers provided food for the country and the Front, 
as well as horses for the movement of soldiers and 
supplies.  www.herefordcathedral.org  

The Pyons WI     Meet at Canon Pyon Parish Hall 
        On 4th Wednesday at 7.30pm 
 
Since the formation of The Pyons WI in 1999, we have settled on a  
couple of interests that make our meetings and visits very popular –  
food and drink.  Whatever the time of year, we always seem to find a 
way to meet and enjoy the delicacies of local tea-rooms, hostelries and 
unsurprisingly, refreshments at our meetings, always something to be 
anticipated. 
 

November was our month for a fund-raising coffee morning, run by our 
then 20 members.  We sold crafts, produce, bric-a-brac, plants and of 
course, delicious cakes and bakes made by our talented members.  It 
was an ideal moment for a recruitment drive (we have sixty new houses in Canon Pyon), so we 

took bribery biscuits, a lightbox, and our “Keep calm and join the 
Pyons WI” posters.  It must have worked, at our most recent meeting 
we welcomed six new members and six visitors. 
 

The cover photograph shows us wearing red, white and blue, enjoy-
ing a French evening following our Annual meeting, with French 
cheese, bread and wine. 
 

Our January meeting was a good-humoured squash which could have 
been due to our popular and boozy choice of speaker.  Duncan Fox 

from Haven Distillery, Dilwyn came to educate us about his Sly Gin with samples of his signature 
lemon verbena and pink grapefruit gins.  We left a little rosy cheeked after Duncan’s intoxicating 
offering. 
 

We have enjoyed a visit to the Wonkey Donkey tearoom in Canon Pyon for  
afternoon tea and company of our members.  The tales of our Pyon Hill walk 
beforehand, were quickly forgotten with the arrival of cake.  Can you see a 
pattern emerging here? 
 

What does the future hold for The Pyons WI?   
We’ve organised a Pimms and Pudding party after the Resolutions meeting in 
May.  After the serious discussion, we will enjoy a little injection of cream 
and meringue. If that doesn’t tickle your fancy, there’s always Chilli Keeper 
Pam Davenport from Chilli Zoo talking about spicing up our lives. 
 

Ultimately, we look forward to welcoming more new members and making 
new friends (although a good-humoured squash could become a game of 
sardines). 

St. Edward’s Church Knighton 
EXHIBITION 

 

May 26th 27th and 28th 
10am - 4. 30pm each day 

 

“My favourite things” 
By 

Lingen Stitchers 
Patchwork, Quilting, Embroidery, Feltwork and 

much more.  Raffle. 
Refreshments available all day 
Further information – contact  

Rebe Brick 01547 529167  

Medical Supplies for Philippines 
Maureen Sullivan, Cradley WI, will again be collecting 
unwanted medical supplies for her sister’s charity in the 
Philippines at this year’s Annual Council Meeting on 
Monday 14th May 2018.  If you have anything you would 
like to contribute please bring it along to the Meeting and 
Maureen will have a collection table ready and happy to 
receive your items.  If you have any queries in the 
meantime, such as what items to bring etc please contact 
Maureen on 01886 881045 / maureensullivan60@gmail.com 
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